A DALES HIGH WAY
DEVELOPMENT PLAN UPDATE

April 2012

A Dales High Way
Development Plan Update 2012

A Dales High Way Development Plan was first produced in January 2010 and submitted to the

Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority and Cumbria County Council in support of our
application to waymark the route. This document is an update to that Plan and is a supplement
to the original.
A Dales High Way is now
established as a popular long
distance trail from Saltaire to
Appleby-in-Westmorland.

“We have just returned from a
fantastic week walking the DHW” Vicky from Leeds, posting on the
Dales High Way Forum April 2012.

Sales of both the Route Guide and
A Dales High Way Companion
remain buoyant, feedback from
walkers is regular and positive
and relationships have been
formed with accommodation
providers and baggage carriers.

Friends of A Dales High Way and the Dales Way Association
organise a joint public walk

“Due to unprecedented demand we now offer one night stays Sunday to Thursday inclusive” Accommodation provider’s post on the Dales High Way Forum January 2012.

The website www.daleshighway.org.uk allows us to publish updates to the route, information
about accommodation and public transport along the way and most importantly it allows
walkers to share their experiences on the Forum. It continues to be a popular site averaging
40,000 hits a month, with just under half a million hits in the last year.
3,000 copies of the guide books have been sold to date and a second edition of the Route Guide
is due for publication later this year.
Sales of guide books indicate interest in the trail but cannot tell us how many people actually
walk the route. By monitoring the numbers staying with accommodation providers and using
baggage carriers we are able to confidently assert that during 2011 around 500 people walked
A Dales High Way. This exceeds our original prediction by over 20%.
The economic impact of 500 staying visitors, particularly in remote rural communities such as
Chapel-le-Dale and Newbiggin-on-Lune is not insignificant.

Welcome to Yorkshire’s 2011 Visitor Survey found that overnight visitors spend on average

£46.97 each. 500 people completing the walk in an average of seven days therefore have
generated over £164,000 during 2011. In reality long-distance walkers generally spend more
(around £60 a day), being entirely dependent on local services for purchasing food, drink and
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overnight accommodation. Add in the “knock-on” effect of between 24% - 45% and the total
economic impact could be over £300,000 in 2011.
The design of the Waymarks
for A Dales High Way has
been agreed with all four
authorities along the route,
using a DHW insert in a
windowed plastic waymark,
back printed for robustness.
Funds for the waymarks have
now been secured by the
Friends of A Dales High Way.
Friends of A Dales High Way is
a group established to
promote,
support
and
maintain
the
route.
It
currently has 75 members. It
is constituted with a bank
account and a committee. The stated objectives of the group are:
 to encourage people to walk the route
 to liaise with the Authorities responsible for footpaths along the route
 to ensure that the route is waymarked
 to do any other activity which will support, promote or help maintain the route
The first Annual Meeting was held in April this year when the following timetable for
waymarking the route of A Dales High Way was agreed:

“The process of waymarking A Dales High Way started in April 2012 with the erection by
Bradford Council of the sign to mark the official start of the route in Saltaire. Members of
Friends of A Dales High Way will
put up the waymarks as agreed by
Bradford Council and North
Yorkshire County Council between
May and September 2012.

Brenda Boustead who runs the award-winning B&B Tranna Hill at
Newbiggin-on-Lune, very popular with Dales High Way walkers.
Brenda was one of the first to walk the route, is a member of the
Friends and helps monitor the northern sections of the route.
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“The Yorkshire Dales National
Park and Cumbria County Council
will be supplied with waymarks as
agreed and will be requested to
waymark their sections of the
route during the winter of
2012/13
in
order
that
waymarking is complete by Easter
2013 – the start of the long
distance walking season and 5
years since the walk was
established.”

Members of the Swaledale Outdoor Club walked A Dales High Way in 2011. Seen approaching
Wharfe in Crummackdale (above).
Committee members of the Friends of A Dales High Way celebrate the unveiling of a new sign
by Bradford Council marking the start of the route on Victoria Road, Saltaire (cover).
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