
 

 

 

 
AMAZING FACES! Look who's been walking in Dales High Way Country. 
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Building Bridges 

 

 
 

In a Venn diagram that shows the intersection between farming, 
country walking and tourism I find myself firmly at the centre, a foot in 
every circle. Walking gives me access to the fells of my Yorkshire Dales 
upbringing, my farming family provides an understanding of rural 
communities and the need for walkers to respect farm life, and 
producing guide books allows me to encourage walkers into the Dales, 
bringing in much needed income.  



For many years this has been a joyful place to be. Until Coronavirus 
when tensions erupted.  

Farmers were desperate for people to stay away, terrified of being 
struck down with Covid-19, especially at lambing time when they were 
working 20 hour days, often alone with no-one to take over in a crisis. 
Frightened village communities with their elderly populations and lack 
of medical facilities tried to ban visitors. Walkers resented footpaths 
being blocked and gates tied up when they were legitimately walking 
from home. People who’d never visited the Dales before descended on 
beauty spots in huge numbers, parking in gateways, lighting fires, 
leaving litter and worse. And in the middle of all this the government 
was encouraging businesses to continue to trade if possible.  

How could I, with a small business, promote guidebooks that 
encourage people to walk in the Dales knowing the dangers to a way 
of life I love so much? How could I, a passionate champion of Rights of 
Way, condone a chained gate or ‘Keep Out’ sign however much I 
understood the fear? It was a difficult and uncomfortable place to be. 

As lockdown lifts I hope very much that bridges can be built and good 
relations restored between town and country.  As more leisure 
facilities open up the pressure on rural beauty spots will ease. An 
afternoon in a beer garden will become more attractive to some than a 
drive to Ribblesdale. Holidays abroad will be possible by late summer. 
Holiday cottages, camp sites and caravan parks are opening as I write 

and will bring in much needed tourism £££s. 
Walkers will return, many of us avoiding 
farmyards and fields of stock if possible and 
heading for the fells.  

And I will start promoting routes again – 
especially A Dales High Way. 

 

- Chris Grogan (Secretary of the Friends) 



Where to see: Ilkley Moor 
When to see: May-July 
How easy to see: 5  

 

Where to see: Throughout 
When to see: Feb-Sept 
How easy to see: 3  

 

Where to see: Throughout 
When to see: May-Sept 
How easy to see: 3  

 

A Dales High Way; Wildlife Top Ten - a few things you can hope 

to spot on your walk (and how easy it is to see them; 1=hard, 5=easy).  

1. Hare’s-tail Cotton-grass 

If you are walking A Dales High Way in 

mid to late summer you are bound to 

be drawn to the purple of the heathers, 

but through the spring the Cotton-grass 

flowers blowing in the wind are a grand 

sight as you walk across the moors.  

 

2. Curlew 

From late February, throughout the 

summer, the bubbly call of the nesting 

Curlews is a treat to listen to. A large 

bird, easily recognisable with its long, 

curved beak.  

 

3. Small Heath Butterfly 

This isn’t the most striking butterfly 

you will see as you walk A Dales High 

Way, but could be the most common. 

Small, and flying low amongst the 

grass, you will catch a glimpse of its 

orange wings most days.   

 



Where to see: Throughout 
When to see: Feb-Sept 
How easy to see: 4  

 

Where to see: Wharfe Wood, Ingleborough 
When to see: Mid- May – mid June 
How easy to see: 4  

 

Where to see: Ingleborough, Gt Asby Scar 
When to see: Mid May - June 
How easy to see: 3  

 

Where to see: Baildon, Wharfe, Dentdale 
When to see: throughout 
How easy to see: 1  

 

4. Skylark 

Another species that will accompany you 

along the walk. You can’t fail to enjoy its 

classic song as it hovers high in the sky 

overhead. Watch for it parachuting to the 

ground.  

 

 

 

5. Early Purple Orchid 

You might see this on 

Ingleborough in May, but it’s 

worth a quick detour into 

Wharfe Wood as you leave 

Feizor to see it in its splendour 

amongst a range of other 

spring flowers.  

 

 

6. Bird’s-eye primrose 

The county flower of Yorkshire, look out for it on 

the slopes of Ingleborough.  

 

 

 

7. Stoat 

Some of the wildlife will be harder to spot, 

but if you see movement in the dry-stone 

walls, look carefully, it could be a stoat.  



Where to see: Any wet flushes throughout 
When to see: June/July 
How easy to see: 4  

 

Where to see: Eden Valley 
When to see: throughout the spring and summer 
How easy to see: 1  

 

Where to see: Barn Owls; Baildon, Ribblehead,  
Cuckoos, Ribblehead, Short-eared Owls, Whernside.   
 

 
Thanks to Sue Zajaczkowska for sharing photos of Curlew, 

Stoat, Red Squirrel and Barn Owl.  

 

8. Common Blue Butterfly on a Ragged 

Robin flower 

If you are walking through Dentdale in 

June the meadows will be full of flowers 

offering nectar to a range of 

insects.  

Ragged Robin can be found in 

wetter areas.  

 

9. Red Squirrel 

You’ll be lucky if you spot an elusive Red Squirrel 

but it is definitely worth keeping an eye out in 

the Eden Valley. Pause around Rutter Force and 

scan the walls and trees around Great Asby, you 

never know this might be your treat as you near 

the end of the walk.  

 

 

10. Barn Owl 
This represents a few things that might 
be harder to see; Barn Owls, Short-eared 
Owls, perhaps a Cuckoo. After all, it’s not 
really possible to strictly choose ten 
wildlife highlights, the list could change 
tomorrow, and you will have your 
favourites as you progress along your 
walk.              



News updates 

Glovershaw Beck diversion 

The path alongside Glovershaw Beck (first section of the walk, just beyond 

Shipley Glen) collapsed in February 2020 following flooding brought on by 

Storm Clara/Storm Dennis. The section had just recently been rebuilt in 

September 2017. 

 Before - newly repaired. 

 Now. 



We reported the damage to Bradford Council and they moved quickly to 

close that section of path until repairs have been done.  

An alternative for this section is to follow Glen Road up to cross Bingley Road, 

then follow the footpath north to rejoin the route at the horse-racing track to 

Birch Close (see map).  

A better alternative is to follow the established optional route over Hope Hill.  

 

The contract for repairs has now been issued by Bradford Council and will be 

completed hopefully in the near future. 

 



Trench Wood waymark post 

As you enter Trench Wood 

near the start of the walk, 

there is a fork in the path, with 

A Dales High Way bearing left, 

with the Welcome Way 

continuing straight on. Way 

marks fitted to the wall here 

had a tendency to disappear. 

With permission from 

Bradford Council's Rights of 

Way officers, volunteers from 

the Friends fitted a new 

waymark post above the wall 

at the junction. It works a treat! 

New Edition of Route Guide 

The Third edition of A Dales High Way Route Guide 

was published in February 2020 - just in time for 

lockdown!  

Though there have been no significant changes to 

the main route, the new edition includes up to 

date stiles and gates, as well as one or two 

additional optional routes, including a permissive 

path through Skipton Woods. 

Available online from Skyware Press 

https://www.skyware.co.uk 

£8.99 - comes with an optional free plastic weather 

resistant wallet.

htpps://www.skyware.co.uk/


Bridge over Hoff Beck repaired 

The footbridge over Hoff Beck, Hoff (on the final approach to Appleby) has 

been fixed! It has been in a pretty precarious state for some time, due to the 

washing away of the southern bank of the river. 

 

In the summer 2019 rangers at Cumbria County Council (CCC) came up with a 

novel solution. Making use of an old footbridge that was still in good 

condition but no longer in use, they chose to extend the length of the original 

footbridge to solid ground and add new concrete steps. 

Geoff Fewkes, Countryside Access Officer for CCC said: "It’s quite a simple yet 

effective, solution to the ongoing problem of the watercourse eroding the 

bank when in spate, by casting a new abutment and then using the old bridge 

section to span across the relief channel." 

Great work guys! 



 Ingleborough Summit works 

Works to rebuild the cruciform summit shelter on the top of Ingleborough 

are underway. They were in progress in March 2020, just before the 

lockdown. The original shelter was constructed by by Ingleton Fell Rescue 

(now CRO - the Cave Rescue Organisation) to commemorate the coronation 

of Queen Elizabeth II in 1953. A replica of the bronze toposcope plaque is to 

be produced and built within the structure, with the original going to the 

CRO's Clapham HQ. 

Leeds-Settle-Carlisle Line 

At the moment Northern are running a reduced rail service for essential 

workers. We have no idea when a more normal service will return or how it 

will look. The service is particularly useful for walkers tackling day sections of 

the trail.  

B&B's and pubs which service continuous walkers are set to begin re-opening 

in early July, but it may be some time before a through service can be fully 

established. 

At this moment day walkers are returning to the Yorkshire Dales by car in big 

numbers on sunny weekend days - May Bank Holiday traffic was particularly 

busy with most car parks full. 

Ride2Stride 2020 

The Ride2Stride 2020 Walking Festival, supported by the Friends of A Dales 

High Way (FoADHW), was cancelled, along with many other events in the 

Dales. The Friends of the Settle-Carlisle Line (FoSCL) were planning to include 

the Six Peaks Trail over 4 days, with Chris and Tony leading one and 

supporting another.  

We will try again next year. 

 



Whernside - Bruntscar path repairs 

Repairs to the footpath from Bruntscar up Whernside - a popular alternative 

section of A Dales High Way - were finished in May 2019. The money had 

been raised with a crowd funding appeal through Mend Our Mountains.  

Skyware Press supported the appeal by donating copies of A Dales High Way 

Companion. 

 

 

WORDSEARCH 

 



George Clarke explores Dales High Way Country 

Best known as the popular TV presenter behind Restoration Man and 
Amazing Spaces, architect George Clarke was spotted exploring the 
Yorkshire Dales over winter, including walking sections of A Dales High 
Way. 

His Instagram account @mrgeorgeclarke includes several shots of his 
adventures, and it's clear that George loves the Yorkshire Dales, 
whatever the weather! 

Here's a few highlights. See if you can work out the locations:- 

 

 

 



 

 

 

The cover picture is taken from the Facebook 
Page of Elaine's Tea Rooms at Feizor on 21 Feb.  

She posted: "Look who got lost and ended up at 
the tearooms this morning! It was good to see 
you @mrgeorgeclarke Have fun on your walk, 
hope you don’t get too wet!" 

https://www.facebook.com/ 
elainestearoomsatfeizor 



 

 

 



 

 

 

 

George Clarke's Amazing Spaces series 9 - now showing on Channel 4. 

You can follow our own Chris Grogan on Instagram @skyware_chris 



 

 

For regular news about A Dales High Way go to our website: 

daleshighway.org.uk 


