Skipton Route Options (Dales High Way)
There are a couple of possible Optional Routes
between Skipton and Tarn Moor, the first following a
very pleasant permissive route through Skipton
Woods, the second avoiding crossing the A65
bypass at a very fast point. Neither add much in
distance, and taken together guarantee a cattle-free
start to Section Two.
The Main Route leaves Skipton along the High Street,
veering left at the top along Grassington Road to cross
the canal. Turn right up Chapel Hill and left at a footpath
sign to cross into a field. The track heads steeply up
Park Hill to a wall stile, giving fine views back to Skipton
and ahead to Sharp Haw. The path crosses the next field
heading towards the busy A65. A stile leads into Short
Lee Lane, and another opposite leads up the
embankment to the A65.
Great care is needed crossing here as the traffic is very
fast moving.
Across the bypass a stile leads up a field and onto the
golf course, where green marker posts show the way
across. There are fine views ahead of Barden Moor.
Crossing two more fields leads out onto Brackenley
Lane. A left turn leads up this quiet lane to a junction with
Grassington Road, with the stile directly opposite.
Skipton Woods: A lovely optional start to Section
Two is to follow a permissive path up through
Skipton Woods onto Short Lee Lane.

The wood is owned by Skipton Castle but has been
leased to the Woodland Trust, who resurfaced 2
kilometres of paths in 1998. For nearly a thousand years
Skipton Wood provided fuel, building materials and food
to the castle it surrounds. And the waterways that run
through it gave power to local wool, corn and saw mills
across two centuries. Most of this ancient woodland is
dominated by ash but the occasional sycamore, beech,
Scots pine, Norway spruce and hornbeam indicate a
greater variety in the past. The woods are renowned for
their vivid displays of bluebells and wild garlic and
sustain five species of bat. Green and greater spotted
woodpeckers add their colour, while kingfisher and
heron may be seen fishing the waterways.
Turn down to join the canalside at the bridge just before
Chapel Hill. Continue on a raised walkway alongside the
castle between the canal spur and the beck, with views
of the limestone wharfe and the weir. Canal boats bring
tourists along this way. Finally cross the beck at a metal
footbridge and turn right by the old saw mill (1785) and
pass through a large gate and on into the woods.
Eventually you reach a footbridge which crosses the
beck on your right, beside
Round Dam, leading to a much
longer path alongside Long
Dam, which you may follow if
time permits. Otherwise, don't
cross the footbridge, but
instead follow a track on the left
indicated by a carved stone
marker that climbs uphill
alongside Sougha Gill. This
rejoins the main track at the top
of the woods. Bear left to leave
by a gate onto Short Lee Lane,
where a left turn brings you
back onto the main route.
An alternative route alongside Grassington Road,
though less interesting than the main route,
provides a safer crossing of the A65 bypass at the
roundabout. A new section of enclosed footpath
alongside the road leads up to the Craven Heifer Inn.
Continue along the enclosed track - Short Lee lane –
west to reach the busy Grassington Road. The
roundabout is a short distance up to the right, but there is
no verge here and the road is busy. So cross onto a
snicket opposite and follow this up onto Tarn Moor
Crescent. Turn right and follow this out onto the quieter
Raikes Road. Right again and pick up the engineered
path on the left which leads up to the roundabout, and a
safe crossing point.

Skipton Wood (also known as Castle Wood or Springs
Wood) is a 36-acre (15 ha) wood following the valley of
Eller Beck to the north of Skipton behind Skipton Castle.

Once over the A65 join the enclosed public footpath
alongside the Grassington Road heading north. The
path crosses the road part way along and continues on a
fenced track up to the Craven Heifer pub. A short section
of road walking (followed with care) brings you to the
end of Brackenley Lane to rejoin the main route.
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